
A great addition to garden design is a fire-pit, it provides a focal point and heat source for 
your social gatherings. 
Fire-pits keep your parties going longer on nights that turn a l ittle chil ly, they are easily 
moved around allowing you to place them where ever you need them in your garden.  
Some are also supplied with a fireguard so they are safe to use even when the kids are 
around. 
 
There is now a fantastic selection of fire pits for you to choose from and most have an  
attachabl e gril l so they can also be used as a BBQ. 
 
Fire-pits are fast becoming the most fashionable garden accessory, and start from as little  
as £60.00 plus delivery.  A must have for all of you party animals. 
 
Limited amount of stock available, we really don’ t want you to miss out.    
Call Michelle now on 0114 2215066. 

Add a little warmth to your garden 

Spring clean your garden 
 
What a daunting thought, don’ t panic just a little effort’ s all that’ s needed to get your garden looking great again after winter. 
 

·  Wooden garden furniture tends to look a bit shabby after winter, so give it a good wash, sand and oil to having it looking as good as 
new. 

·  Weeding, that dreaded task. Time to get on top of this before weeds become more established as the warmer weather set in. 
·  Rake up all leaves left from last year. 
·  Clear all dead bedding plants out of your pots. 
·  Give your patio a good sweep and wash. 
·  Feed your plants, give potted plants a l iquid feed and your borders will benefit from a good manure or mushroom compost. 
 

All this may seem like a lots of hard work but just a couple of hours a weeks will make all the difference to your garden. 
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Are you thinking about changing your garden ? 
Well if so now is the time to do something about it, so why not gives us a call and  

see if we can help you create your dream garden. 
Contact Michelle now on 0114 2215066 

Thought you would l ike to know that we have 
recently won some fantastic new contracts for 
our grounds maintenance teams. 
These new contracts have come in from some 
very well established companies and we are 
really looking forward to working with them. 
 
The new sites we will be maintaining are: 
Meadow Court 1 for Workman Ltd, we already 
look after Meadow Court 3 and are really please 
to that been given the chance to maintain the 
whole site. 
 
Nelson Mandela House, Aspect Court and  
Starbucks at Western Bank for Lambert Smith 
Hampton, with who we have worked for many 
years. 
 
Rockingham Close for Northern Counties Hous-
ing Association, another one of our longstanding 
clients. 
 
This is a great start to the new year and our 
grounds maintenance teams are already  
preparing themselves for a very busy season. 

 New M aintenance Contracts 



Service Directory  For details of these services contact Pat or M ichelle  
Design Service 

 Design a garden as individual as you 
 

I nter ior Design 
When you move into a new house or feel 
like giving your home a total makeover, 
here is a skilled, original and dynamic 
interior designer.  Madelaine Peace can 
manage any project large or small with 
designs to suit most budgets and  
accommodate any style you like from 
contemporary to traditional. 
 

Grounds M aintenance 
Professional services for 
grounds maintenance -  

Offices, Shopping centres,  
Residential flats, Industrial centres, 
Hotels as well as domestic gardens 

Drives 
Tarmac and block paved 

 drives by  
Hillsborough Surfacing 

Garden Products 
Let us source for you 
 something special for 

 your Garden 
 

Tree Surgery 
Trees sympathetical ly pruned and 

 professionally felled with 
full insurance 

It been confirmed plants are good for us. 
 
We often buy plants for their ornamental value but in recent studies it’s been discovered that plants help us  
in many ways. 
They fight pollution in the air by removing potentially harmful chemicals, so are great for offices where 
computers and electri cal equipment are draining away our energy. 
Also known to reduce dust levels, absorb noise and can help to speed up recovery from il lness, often  
reducing the amount of colds and sore throats we suffer from. 
 
All in all they help to promote a feeling of well-being and relaxation. 
 
So it’ s time for us to all start looking after ourselves and a good start would be to grow more indoor plants,  
especially in winter when we all spend so much time inside and the bad weather can often bring on the  
winter blues. 

Help yourself to a better  life 

Staff Profile—Michelle Bates 
 
Michelle joined gardenstyle just over 3 
years ago, coming to us from an account -
ing background she was looking forward to 
the challenge of trying her hand at some-
thing new. 
 
Michelle looks after all the administration 
for the company, as well as many other 
tasking and has even been known to go out 
and work with the lads on site. 
 
She lives in Sheffield with her husband Ian 
and their 7-year-old daughter Sophie, in 
her spare time she loves cooking, swimming, reading, has recently learnt to 
ride a bike and now wants to take up drumming. 
Michelle helps to run a fund raising group for the daughter’ s school and is 
also helping them with an ongoing project of redeveloping their secret  
garden. 
 
Her favourite foods are crab and lobster and favourite drink is cider. 
She loves musicals and one of the main ambitions is to play Dorothy in the 
wizard of Oz and Rizzo in Grease. 
Michelle’ s jokes are so bad we were going to ban her from tell ing any, but 
she insisted so here goes – 2 Parrots sat on a perch, one turns to the other and 
says “ can you smell” fish. 
 
We’ ve all enjoyed working with Michelle over the last few years and long 
may it continue (despite the jokes). 

While out last week 
and we spotted some  
fantastic trained French 
Lavender and thought 
you’ d like to know 
about them. 
Lavandula dentate has 
blue flowers, which 
look fantastic when 
flowering and smell 
wonderful. 
They will look fabulous in any setting and would make a 
striking statement for your deck, patio or entrance. 
 
Minimum effect needed to maintain, just a light clipping after 
flowering will keep them looking great year after year. 
 
They are available to you in either a ball topiary standard 
(trained ball on a long stem) or a pyramid, which comes in 2 
sizes. 
 
Ball Topiary Standard (3’  high) £29.00 plus delivery 
Small Pyramid  (2’  high)  £29.99 plus delivery 
Large Pyramid (3’  high)  £55.99 plus delivery 
 
You can purchase these beautiful plants by just  
giving M ichelle a call on 0114 2215066 

Lovely Lavenders 



Beware of Mulch Pests 
Many of us are using mulches like straw, bark and leaf mould to protect our plants from winter and frost, but 
don’ t always realise that slugs and other pests also love these warm conditions. 
 
We are always trying new ways of encouraging wildlife into our gardens unfortunately we can’ t always choose 
the wildlife we would l ike.  
 
Make sure as soon as the warmer weather arrives that you keep on top of these critters with your chosen form  
of  pest control. 

Contact Pat or Michelle on 0114 2215066 

Purple foliage is so useful in the garden to contrast with the various shades of green, gold and silver. However, it can often create a heavy 
dense and gloomy effect due to the darkness of the leaves. Planted in partnership with appropriate flowers or foliage, the purple hues can  
be shown off to maximum advantage and become a real joy in the garden. 
 
The large purple leaved shrubs such as Corylus maxima “ Purpurea” and Cotinus “ Royal Purple” form a beauti ful backdrop for larger and 
delicate perennial flowers such as Anenome “ September Charm” (pink), Campanula “ Chettle Charm” (very pale blue) and Cimicifuga  
simplex varieties (white). Alternatively, if there is room, three amber coloured roses planted in front create a glorious contrast. 
 
Phormium “ Purpurea” with its bold structural shape looks very striking behind hot orange colours such Crocosmia “ Lucifer”, but is equally 
effective used with more subtle partners such as Nepeta “ Six Hills Giant” (blue) or Sedum spectabil is “ Iceberg” (pink). Another popular 
structural plant is the purple japanese maple “ Acer palmatum “ Purpureum” and varieties. These look beautiful if under planted with the 
smaller variegated Hostas such as “ Ginkgo Craig” and “ Groundmaster”. 
 
There are now many herbaceous plants with purple foliage, which can be diffi cult to mix within an herbaceous border, particularly when 
they have hot orange/red flowers such as Dahlia “ Bishop Llandaff”, Lysimachia “ Othello” and Lobelia “ Queen Victoria”. If sited amongst 
plants with delicate white flowers or silver foliage such as Artemisia “ Powis Castle” or Convolvulus cneorum (foliage)  Sanguisorbia   
canadensis , Stachys lanata or Gypsophila “ Bristol Fairy”  (flowers), an eyecatching centrepiece can be created. The purple leaved  
Lysimachia “ Firecracker” has a delicate yellow flower, and is beautiful if planted with the variegated Astrantia “ Sunningdale Variegated”. 
 
Even the very small purple leaved plants can be used to form stunning displays. Plant orange tulips such as “ Orange Emperor” followed by 
Lil ium tsingtauense in pots with any of the purple Heucheras such as “ Plum Pudding”, “ Chocolate Ruffles” or “ Palace Purple” for a lovely 
patio container display. 
The Spring flowering evergreen purple foliaged Bergenia “ Bressingham Ruby” will form a year round display when planted with Festuca 
glauca or Stipa tennuissima (both hummock forming grasses), and the purple “ grass” Opiophogon planiscarpus “ Nigrescense”, which due to 
its dark colour tends to visually disappear when planted into topsoil can become an effective contrast to low creeping foliage such as  
Lysimachia nummularium “ Aurea” or Thymus “ Doone Valley”. 
 
Therefore, whether you are bold and daring, in which case contrast purple with the hot oranges and reds, or subtle and sophisticated  
preferring a partnership with pinks and pale blues, or safe and mysterious using white, which mixes with everything, experiment with purple  
foliage, and make a real focus within your garden. 
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Experimenting With Colours – By Helen Atkinson 



 
 
 
Linda &  Eric had purchased land at the rear and side of their  
exist ing garden and wanted to include this in a complete make-
over.  
Their garden had localised springs and heavy soil causing a  
problem on one side, but lovely views over the back that they 
wanted to maintain and enhance. 
 
Helen not wanting to waste some of the existing slabs that were  
already on site, designed these into a design based around  
geometric circles interlocking to give a strong structure to the  
layout with a Dandf Gazebo, Dandf Arbour, raised platform with  
an Armillary Sphere and two water features providing focal 
points. 
          
              Before 
                    

    During Construction                After       
 

 
 
The planting was desi gned to complement the structure of the  
gardens using Japanese maples amongst other plants to create  
volume that emphasises the circles. 
 
The garden also had a full garden lighting scheme that spotlights 
the features and specimen plants at night. 
 
Our photos show the existing garden after the fence had been taken 
down, the garden during construction and obviously the delightful 
f inished garden.  
 
This garden and a few other new gardens from last year can be 
viewed on our website gallery which has been recently updated.  
 
 

      After 

Case Study- L inda &  Er ic Wells 
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